
Petersen Summer Yurt Guide 
 
The Petersen Yurt is the newest yurt in the Idaho City system, offering year-round access to 
outstanding trails and wide-open views. Set on a high knob, it features a large deck with clear 
sightlines to Pilots Peak, Sunset Peak, the Trinity Mountains, Steele Mountain, Wolf Mountain, 
and the Crooked River Valley. Built to replace the Whispering Pines Yurt lost in the 2016 Pioneer 
Fire, Petersen brings a fresh backcountry getaway to one of the area’s most scenic ridges. 
 
Please thoroughly read the information below. This important information outlines the risks 
involved while traveling to and from and staying at a backcountry yurt. It is best practice to 
provide a copy to everyone in your party, particularly of the yurt code and maps.  
 
You will receive your yurt code in a reservation confirmation email two weeks prior to your 
reservation date and again one day prior to your reservation date. If you make a reservation 
and do not receive a confirmation email, please first check your junk folder, then contact IDPR 
by calling 888-922-6743 no less than 48 hours in advance of your arrival.  
 
Check-in time is 3 PM MST and check-out time is 11 AM MST.  
 
Dogs are welcome at Petersen Yurt, but please adhere to our pet policy found here and on the 
front page of the binder inside the yurt.  
 
Watch this video to learn what to expect during your stay. 
 
Getting to Petersen Yurt 
Petersen Yurt: 43.998351, -115.614422 and 5,571 feet 
Petersen Yurt summer parking: 43.999763, -115.615735 and 5,557 feet 
Gold Fork Parking Lot: 43.992015, -115.605923 and 5,240 feet  
 
To access Petersen Yurt, first go to the Gold Fork Parking Lot. Drive to the north end of the 
parking lot and follow road 393 for 2.4 miles. You will know you have arrived at the yurt parking 
area when you see a large yellow diamond. Park in the pullout below the diamond and walk 
south along the trail a few hundred feet until you arrive at the yurt.  
 
Use the wheelbarrow under the yurt to transport your gear from your vehicle.  
 
A high clearance vehicle is recommended.  
 
Elevation change and distance: The yurt is about 300 yards from the summer parking area, and 
you will climb around 45 feet.  
 
 

https://parksandrecreation.idaho.gov/activities/yurts/idaho-city-backcountry/
https://vimeo.com/60207015


Safety Information: 
Read the valuable information in this document and study the maps. The attached maps are 
georeferenced; if you open them in the Avenza app while you have cell service, you can use 
them to navigate even after you lose service.  
 
Yurt tours are not recommended during storm warnings or strong winds. Check the weather 
forecast before you leave, but weather conditions at the Idaho City Backcountry Yurts can be 
unpredictable and severe. It is important to be prepared for any condition. Before departing, 
make sure your vehicle can withstand cold temperatures.  
For a forecast, click here.  
 
Know your way and keep all members of your party together. Make sure all members of your 
party have their own copies of the area maps and know how to use them. If you decide to 
explore the nearby trails and roads, travel at the pace of the slowest member of your party. 
 
If possible, take a day trip to the yurt prior to your reservation to familiarize yourself with 
surrounding landmarks and learn route-finding tricks that will help you locate the yurt again. 
Let someone know where you are going and when you expect to return home.  
 
Be prepared for emergencies by bringing everything on the recommended packing list. Always 
be prepared to stay at the yurt for longer than expected. Be prepared to spend a night outside 
if you are unable to locate the yurt.  
 
Bring a satellite communication device. There is very limited cell phone coverage at the yurts. 
You can find cell phone coverage for some cell phone systems at the high point on road 385 once 
you are on the top of Banner Ridge. There is also possible coverage on Stargaze trail near 
Highway 21. The closest public telephone is in Lowman and the second closest is at the rest area 
in downtown Idaho City. Call the Boise County Sheriff at (208) 392-4411 or in a medical 
emergency call 911. 
 
You can now rent a GARMIN InReach device from Idaho State Parks. This device will be used to 
communicate with yurt users during emergencies, including seasonal road closures. To request 
a device, please call (208) 334-4199, option #5 and provide your: Reservation Number & Name. 
You can pick up your device at the Idaho Department of Parks & Recreation Headquarters 
Office up to two days before your scheduled arrival - you will be required to fill out a rental 
contract at the time of pick up. Devices must be returned to Headquarters no more than two 
days after your scheduled departure. 
 
Road closures are a possibility with any backcountry adventure, and it is why we provide so 
much information on the website to prepare our guests for their trip. In the case of a road 
closure, please stay put at the yurt until you know that the road is open. The potential for 
unforeseen road closures is why we recommend bringing a satellite-based communication 
device such as an inReach or a Somewear and notifying someone back home of your trip. Using 

https://forecast.weather.gov/MapClick.php?lon=-115.66680908203126&lat=43.9333861864107#.Y430psvMKUk
https://maps.app.goo.gl/EK4uDFZ9FY9K7VBf8
https://maps.app.goo.gl/EK4uDFZ9FY9K7VBf8


a satellite communication device, you can contact your party back home to verify if the road is 
open. Most importantly, if the road is closed, please stay put inside the yurt. Do not try to drive 
down the road until ITD clears it. For road conditions, visit ITD’s online map here. 
 
The Idaho City Yurts are in the burn scar of the 2016 Pioneer Fire. Because most of the trees in 
the area are burned, they often fall onto the yurt access roads. IDPR staff do their best to keep 
the roads open, but we strongly recommend bringing a chainsaw and associated safety 
equipment in addition to a satellite communication device. This gear will help you avoid getting 
stuck on the yurt roads due to downed trees. 
 
It is possible that a yurt can be damaged by extreme weather conditions, which are common in 
Idaho’s mountains. High winds, heavy storms, and falling branches from trees could cause rips, 
tears and/or partial or total collapse. It is also possible that the yurt can be vandalized, or items 
stolen. These possibilities point out the need to be well prepared. Please report any damage or 
problems to IDPR. 
 
Other Guidelines 
Because of the backcountry nature of the yurts, staff cannot service them between every guest. 
IDPR depends heavily on guests to pack out what they pack in and to clean the yurts for the 
next guests. Step-by-step cleaning instructions can be found in the binder in each yurt. 
 
Do not climb on the chimney structure; it was not designed to handle a person’s weight. 
 
In each yurt, you should find two bunk beds with covered foam mattresses, a futon and 
mattress (which converts to a double bed), a table, chairs, a kitchen cabinet, a two-burner 
propane stove, a solar panel and LED lights, a wood stove, a log rack, a tinder bucket, an ash 
bucket, assorted silverware, plates, bowls, cups, a plastic food storage container, assorted 
cooking pots and pans, miscellaneous kitchen equipment, a mop, a broom, a dust pan, a dome 
opener, and a fire extinguisher. Located outside, you should find an axe, a maul, a hatchet, a 
buck saw, a primitive toilet, a fire pit, a picnic table, and a woodpile. Because of the remote 
location, it may take us several weeks to replace/repair the missing/broken item(s). Be 
prepared and adaptable enough to survive without these items. 
 
When converting the futon to a bed, lift the front edge of the seat and pull it toward you. Once 
the futon is flat, pull it toward you again to lock it into place. Make sure it is fully locked; using it 
while unlocked will damage the hardware. 
 
You must haul in your own drinking water in the spring, summer, and fall seasons. A non-
potable water tank is located onsite and is refilled about every three weeks. Do not count on 
the tank being full. This water is not for drinking but can be used for cleaning and washing. 
Please conserve water so others have water for their stay.  
 
Each yurt is equipped with a wood stove for heating. The wood stove in the Petersen Yurt has 
primary and secondary air controls. The primary control is located on the bottom righthand side 

https://511.idaho.gov/#:Alerts


of the stove. For faster burn rates and more heat push the control in, and for slower burn rates 
and less heat, pull the control out. The secondary control is in the center along the bottom edge 
of the stove door. For more secondary air push the control is, and for less secondary air push 
the control out. Wood for the wood stove is located under the deck. Please do not use the 
firewood under the deck to make fires in the outdoor fire ring. If you want to make a fire 
outside, gather dead, dry logs and branches from around the yurt using the bow saw provided 
under the yurt. 
 
Each yurt is also equipped with a two-burner propane stove for cooking. Carefully read the 
directions for the cook stove in the yurt binder. You need to bring at least one (1) one-pound 
screw in bottle of propane for each night you plan to stay.  
 
This yurt is also equipped with solar powered LED lights. Should it be necessary, a brush is 
provided to remove snow from the panel. Please do not change the panel location. Use the 
lights when needed, turn them off when not in use and at the end of your stay. 
 
 
How to Properly Roll Up Windows 
Roll the window cover under (not over). Rolling it underneath helps it drain water and snow 
properly. See the picture below. 
 
 

 
 
 
Please do not feed wild animals.  
 
Visit our website for more information about Petersen Yurt. If you have questions about the 
yurts or are willing to share photos of your yurt and trail adventures, please contact the Idaho 
City Backcountry Yurt Ranger, Zane Patterson, at zane.patterson@idpr.idaho.gov or (208) 514-
2418. 

https://parksandrecreation.idaho.gov/activities/yurts/hennessy-backcountry/
mailto:zane.patterson@idpr.idaho.gov


Suggested Equipment List 
The equipment listed below is included as a guide to help you prepare for a yurt. Please pass 
this list on to all members of the party. Come prepared to spend the night outdoors. Dressing in 
layers is the best choice. As you get warm you can take off layers, and as you cool down during 
breaks you can put them back on. The term “synthetics” on the clothing list refers to materials 
such as pile, polar fleece, synthetic clothing, Lycra, or polypropylene.  
 
Personal:  

o Backpack 
o Sleeping bag and/or fitted sheet for 

bunk  
o Pillow  
o Sunglasses  
o Emergency whistle  
o High energy trail snacks  
o Large water bottle  
o Compass  
o Boise National Forest map  
o Idaho City Area Yurt and Trail 

System map  
o Specific yurt guide and location map  
o Small knife  
o Toothbrush and paste  
o Personal medications  
o Sunscreen lotion and Chapstick  
o Headlamp or small flashlight  
o Extra flashlight batteries and bulb  
o Small cooler for ice  
o Basic first aid kit  
o Plastic tarp to serve as emergency 

shelter  
o Roll of extra toilet paper 
o Clothes and shoes 

 Underwear  
 Wool socks  
 Shirts  
 Shorts  
 Pants  
 Sun hat  
 Gloves or mittens  
 Wool, polar fleece, or 

synthetic hat  
 Polar fleece or jacket  

 Wool, polar fleece, or 
synthetic long sleeve shirt  

 Wool, polar fleece, or 
synthetic long pants  

 Windproof and waterproof 
shell jacket, hood, and pants  

 Watch  
 Knee-high gaiters  
 Shoes for exploring the area  
 Slippers or booties 

 



Group:  
o Yurt door lock combination  
o 1 screw-in, one pound propane 

canisters for each day of your stay  
o Paper towels  
o Food and drink enough for the 

duration of your stay plus a few days 
o Water filter or full water jug  
o Matches in a waterproof container  
o Lighter and fire starter 
o First aid kit that includes:  

 First aid book  
 Moleskin  
 Gauze  
 Chemical heat pack  
 Ace bandage  
 2" first-aid tape  
 Assorted band aids including 

butterfly  
 Triangular bandages and 

sterile pads  
 Sam splint or equivalent 
 Antacid  
 Ibuprofen  
 Acetaminophen (Tylenol) 
 Benadryl 
 EpiPen 
 Antiseptic wound cleaner  

 Body thermometer  
 Latex gloves  
 Tweezers 
 Scissors 
 Nail clippers  
 Small mirror  

o Emergency repair kit that includes:  
 Small roll of duct or strapping 

tape  
 Stick-on nylon patches  
 Nylon cord/braided wire  
 Safety pins  
 Garbage bag 
 Superglue  

o Satellite communication device  
o Chainsaw and associated safety 

equipment 
 
Optional:  

o Camera  
o Binoculars  
o Books 
o Bicycle 
o Hammock 
o Bicycle repair kit 

 
 

 
 
 


