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Idaho Recreation and Tourism 

Initiative:  A Case Study 
   

 

     IRTI is a coalition of state and federal 
agencies and others dedicated to providing 
Idaho citizens and visitors with expanded 
recreation opportunities. 

 



Idaho Recreation and Tourism 

Initiative:  A Case Study 
 

ÁWhereôs Idaho? 

ÁWhat is IRTI? 

ÁHow does it work? 

ÁHow does it benefit Idaho? 

ÁWhat are its challenges? 

ÁWhat is future of IRTI likely to be? 

 



Whereôs Idaho? 



  



Whatôs special about Idaho? 

 

Á13th largest in US in size (84,000 sq mi) 

Á39th largest in US in population (1.4 mm) 

Á18 people/sq. mile (US averages 86/sq. 

mi) 

Á3.5 mm acres of Wilderness 

Á3,100 miles of rivers 

 



70% of Idaho is public land 



Major industries in Idaho 

 

  #1 Manufacturing 

  #2 Health care 

  #3 Tourism 

  #4 Agriculture 

  #5 Food processing 

  #6 Timber 

  #7 Mining 

 

 



IRTI created in 1988 
ÁUS Forest Service announced its National 

Recreation Strategy. 
 

ÁU of  ID completed ID Leisure Travel and 
Recreation Study aimed at identifying ways to 
improve outdoor recreation opportunities and 
tourism marketing. 

 

Á White House Task Force Report on 
Recreation called for improved cooperation 
among local, federal, and private 
organizations. 

 

ÁJack Lavin available to head the IRTI. 



IRTI ós mission 

 

     To develop partnerships and cooperate 

with any and all interested agencies, 

organizations, groups, and individuals in 

order to improve public information and 

services associated with recreation and 

tourism opportunities in Idaho. 



IRTI partners in the beginning 

ÁIdaho Department of Commerce 

ÁIdaho Department of Parks and Recreation 

ÁU.S. Forest Service 

ÁBureau of Land Management 

ÁBureau of Reclamation 

ÁIdaho Department of Fish and Game 

ÁIdaho Transportation Department 

ÁNational Park Service 



IRTI partners expand 

ÁU.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  

ÁIdaho RV Campground Association 

ÁIdaho Association of Outfitters and Guides 

ÁIdaho Outfitters and Guides Licensing 
Board 

ÁIdaho Department of Lands 

ÁIdaho Division of Aeronautics 

ÁUniversity of Idaho 



IRTI partners who come and go 

 

ÁIdaho Power 

ÁAudubon Society 

ÁLocal garden clubs 

ÁTV stations 

ÁOtherséé.. 


