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AGENDA ITEM
Idaho Park and Recreation Quarterly Meeting
February 4, 2025

Boise, ID
AGENDA ITEM: Old Mission State Park, Land Lease with BLM
ACTION REQUIRED: None. Information Only.
PRESENTER: Adam R. Zaragoza, Management Services Administrator

PRESENTATION

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

In 1977, the United States Department of the Interior thru the Bureau of Land Management (BLM),
and the Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation (IDPR), entered into a lease agreement for
Recreation and Public Purposes for approximately 49 acres adjacent to Old Mission State Park. That
lease was subsequently renewed in 1983 with the term expiring in 2008.

On November 5, 2024, staff was contacted by the lands law examiner for the BLM and they
requested if IDPR has any interest or plans with the property. The history is not well documented and
although there was institutional knowledge of the lease, there is a lack of written records. IDPR staff
have consulted internally about the use of the property and if there is interest to renew or enter into a
new lease. We have determined there is no development potential for this property or recreational
amenities that could be added.

Idaho Code § 67-4223 gives broad powers to the IDPR Board as the authority to lease lands. Unless
the Board deems otherwise, or, would like staff to do further investigation, staff will formally respond
to the BLM that IDPR has no interest in leasing the subject property.

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:
No action is required since the lease expired in 2008.

Attachments:
1983 Lease Renewal with Original 1977 Lease
Maps
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IN REPLY REFER T(

United States Department of the Interior

I-13070 (370
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
1808 North Third Street

Coeur d'Alene, Idaho 83814 ey

ryl 28, 1983

Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation
Statehouse Mail, 2177 Warm Springs Ave.
Boise, ID 83720

File

Attn: Mr. Dale R. Christiansen {
Director '

Dear Mr. Christiansen:

Enclosed is the original copy of our Decision dated January 28, 1983,
renewing your Recreation and Public Purposes Lease (I-13070) known as
the O1d Mission State Park until December 31, 2008. We have chosen
this date in order that it may run concurrently with the lease you
have obtained from the Roman Catholic Diocese on adjacent lands. If

you have any questions regarding the Decision, please feel free to

contact me.
Sincerely yours,
Area“Manager
Enclosure

CONSERVE
. \AMERICA'S
ENERGY

Save Energy and You Serve America!



[-13070
DECISION 2912 (480)
State of Idaho ; Recreation & Public Purposes
Department of Parks & Recreation : Lease Extension Requested

Statehouse Mail : December 20, 1982
2177 Warm Springs Avenue :
Boise, Idaho 83706

Recreation and Public Purposes lLease Extended and Modified

Effective December 29, 1977, lease [-13070 was entered into with
the State of Idaho, Department of Parks and Recreation for the use of
lots 4, 8, and 9, Section 32, T.49N., R.1E., B.M., containing 49.53
acres of public Tand near Cataldo, Idaho, as part of the Cataldo State
Historical Park. This lease was authorized under the Recreation and
Public Purposes Act of June 14, 1926, as amended (43 USC 869 et. seq.).

Under Section 1 of this lease the lessee was given a period of five
years to construct and maintain improvements as designated in the
approved development plan. At the expiration date of the lease the
authorized officer shall determine if the lease may be renewed and the
lessee be accorded the privilege of renewal upon such terms as may be
fixed by the lessor.

Examination of the lands leased in July 1982 revealed they were not
developed in accordance with the approved development plan nor was the
plan realistic as to the on-site conditions. These lands are subject to
periodic flooding since they are located on the Coeur d'Alene River
floodplain. Department of Parks and Recreation attempted to develop a
trail and dock in accord with their development plan, but all the
improvements placed upon these lands were destroyed by flooding. Bureau
Policy (43 CFR 1725.3-3 (i)) states "It also involves the prevention of
avoidable losses and damages, including avoidance of use and development
which may require future expenditures for flood protection and flood
damage relief." Therefore, the present management and development plan
cannot be acceptable in light of this policy.

Historically, these public Tands have been used in connection with
the Mission site. The Mission site was leased to the State of Idaho by
the Catholic Diocese for 40 years to be used as a State Historic Park.
The park buildings are on leased lands and were recently restored. The
continued control of the Mission Tands is not guaranteed, therefore, it
would not be in the interest of the State of Idaho nor the Bureau to
transfer title to the subject land until the State obtained fee title to
the private lands. However, it is in the interest of the general public
to allow the management and use of these lands be controlled by the
State of Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation in connection with the
Cataldo Mission Historic Site.



[n—

Examination of the public lands revealed they are subject to peri-
odic flooding which would require the amount and type of development we
may authorize be limited as follows:

1. The development plan shall be modified so as to prohibit any
permanent structures which may sustain flood damage that may
require eventual flood protection or flood damage relief.

2. Any development included in the management plan be Timited to
recreational, interpretive, and access facilities to allow for
safe public use.

3. The management plan shall be modified to include the adjoining
lands used as part of the Cataldo Mission State Historic Park.

4, Development of these lands may be allowed if an environmental
assessment is made of the proposed action and is included in
an approved management and development plan. It must meet the
criteria for the development of floodplain lands and meet the
approval of the authorized officer of the Bureau of Land
Management.

5. The Tease area and the management and development plan shall
be reviewed at five-year intervals for compliance.

On December 20, 1982, the Coeur d'Alene District Office received a
written request from the State of Idaho, Department of Parks and
Recreation to renew their Recreation and Public Purposes Lease.

The State of Idaho, Department of Parks and Recreation is required
to update their Cataldo Mission Historic Site Management and Development
Plan periodically at no more than five-year intervals and furnish a copy
to this office for review, comment, and approval for inclusion in the
subject lease file. Also, a copy of the lease from the Roman Catholic
Diocese to the State of Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation and the
trust deed to the United States in trust to the Coeur d'Alene Indian
Tribe shall be made a part of this lease file.

In view of the foregoing facts, this Recreation and Public Purposes
lease is hereby extended to December 31, 2008 to make its lease period
concurrent with the lease from the Roman Catholic Diocese.

; Al e~ |—Ze-8>

District Mﬂager \} Date
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Old Mission State Park
Deeded and Leased Lands
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