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Descriptive Statistics  
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Descriptive Statistics 
About the Following Chapters 
In many ways the Idaho SCORTP is a snapshot of conditions at the time of its publication. Many resources are available to provide 
the very latest information to planners and others who may be using this publication. The following chapters use a tool called the 
Economic Profile System-Human Dimensions Toolkit (EPS-HDT) developed by Headwaters Economics. EPS-HDT is a free, easy-
to-use software application that produces detailed socioeconomic reports of counties, states, and regions, including custom 
aggregations.  In addition to these geographies, the Demographics report can be run for county subdivisions, cities and towns, 
American Indian areas, and congressional districts. 
 
EPS-HDT uses published statistics from federal data sources, including Bureau of Economic Analysis and Bureau of the Census, 
U.S. Department of Commerce; and Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor. 
 
The Bureau of Land Management and Forest Service have made significant financial and intellectual contributions to the operation 
and content of EPS-HDT. 
 
 

 
Headwaters Economics is an independent, nonprofit research group. Our mission is to improve community development and land 
management decisions in the West. 
 
www.headwaterseconomics.org 
 
 

 
The Bureau of Land Management, an agency within the U.S. Department of the Interior, administers 249.8 million acres of 
America's public lands, located primarily in 12 Western States.  It is the mission of the Bureau of Land Management to sustain the 
health, diversity, and productivity of the public lands for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations. 
 
www.blm.gov 
 
 

 
The Forest Service, an agency of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, administers national forests and grasslands encompassing 
193 million acres.  The Forest Service’s mission is to achieve quality land management under the "sustainable multiple-use 
management concept" to meet the diverse needs of people while protecting the resource. Significant intellectual, conceptual, and 
content contributions were provided by the following individuals: Dr. Pat Reed, Dr. Jessica Montag, Doug Smith, M.S., Fred Clark, 
M.S., Dr. Susan A. Winter, and Dr. Ashley Goldhor-Wilcock. 
www.fs.fed.us 
 
  



 36 

Id
ah

o
 O

ut
si

d
e

 |
 2

01
2-

20
16

  

Note to Users: 
 
This report is one of fourteen reports that can be produced with the EPS-HDT software.  You may want to run another EPS-HDT 
report for either a different geography or topic.  Topics include land use, demographics, specific industry sectors, the role of non-
labor income, the wildland-urban interface, the role of amenities in economic development, and payments to county governments 
from federal lands.  For further information and to download the free software, go to: http://headwaterseconomics.org/tools/eps-hdt. 
 
This report contains color-coded text.  BLUE TEXT describes data in figures specific to selected geographies.  Blue text appears on 
report pages next to or below figures.  BLACK TEXT describes what is being measured and data sources used. Black text appears 
at the top of study guide pages under the heading "What do we measure on this page?"  RED TEXT explains methodologies and 
the importance of the information.  Red text appears in the middle of study guide pages under the headings "Why is this important?" 
and "Methods."  GREEN TEXT lists additional resources that help with interpretation of the information.  Green text appears at the 
bottom of study guide pages under the heading "Additional Resources." 
 
The EPS-HDT software also allows the user to "push" the tables, figures, and interpretive text from a report to a Word document. At 
that point, you can keep some text (most often blue and black text) and delete other text (most often red and green text).  Blue text 
can serve as a starting point for additional description and interpretation of data unique to specific geographies. 


