Coeur d’Alene’s Old Mission State Park
People, Structures and Places List
Cataldo, Joseph-Father Cataldo lived at the Mission in 1877. The town of Cataldo is named after
him and the Mission became known as the Cataldo Mission. Father Cataldo is the founder of
Gonzaga.
Cataldo Mission – Mission building at Coeur d’Alene’s Old Mission State Park constructed
between 1848 and 1853. The oldest standing building in Idaho and also known as Old Mission,
Mission of the Sacred Heart, Sacred Heart Mission and Coeur d’Alene’s Old Mission.
Circling Raven – Chief of the Coeur d’Alenes that prophesied the coming of the Black Robes 100
years prior to their arrival in 1842.
DeSmet, Pierre-Jean-Father DeSmet was the first Black Robe to meet with the Coeur d’Alene
Tribe in 1842 near present day Coeur d’Alene. The town of DeSmet is named after him.
Fort Sherman-Fort built in 1878 by U.S. Army named after General William T. Sherman. In 1878
the Cataldo Mission contracted to sell hay to Fort Sherman for the cavalry horses.
Huybrecht, Francis-Brother Huybrecht hand carved the ceiling panels of the Mission and
several wooden frames. Each of the ceiling panels are held in place with small, wooden pegs.
Magri, V.-Brother Magri assisted Father Antonio Ravalli and helped supervise the efforts of the
Coeur d’Alene Tribe in the construction of the Mission. He pegged the post and beams.
Miller, Henry-Caretaker of the Cataldo Mission between 1920 and 1924.
Mullan, John-Captain-A U.S. army engineer that built a rough wagon road across the Idaho
Panhandle beginning in 1859 and ending seven years later. The road passed near the Mission
and Mullan was a frequent visitor to the Mission.
Parish House-Building next to the Mission used by the church for business and social purposes.
Where the Jesuits lived and later where the caretakers lived.
Ravalli, Antonio-Father Ravalli was the primary architect and designer of the Cataldo Mission
His work began in 1850.
schitsu’umsh-Coeur d’Alene Tribe name in their language, literally meaning “the ones that were
found here”.
Silver Valley-A region of the Coeur d’Alene Mountains in North Idaho, noted for its history and
mining heritage.
Syukhwim, Louise -Coeur d’Alene Tribe member known as the “guardian angel of her whole
Tribe” and among the first Coeur d’Alenes to be baptized Catholic in 1842. She is known for her
devotion to assisting others, and being a translator, skilled nurse, teacher and foster parent.

